
April 1, 2020    Wednesday Update #3 

Dear Fellow Parishioners:   

This is the third Wednesday update from the St. Helen office to keep our parish family informed.  As you 

the faithful are aware, even in a time of great trial, there are many wonderous signs.    Likely we have all 

resolved that once this virus passes, and it will, we do not want to return to the same practices as before.  

Perhaps we will appreciate those loved ones in our lives more, or those who were suffering before the 

virus, or perhaps we will strive to never take for granted our Lord and Savior in Word and Sacrament of 

the Holy Mass.  In the meantime, it is heartening to see the many ways that we are all adapting to use 

social media and other opportunities available to us to continue to worship, strengthen and practice our 

faith.  As I am writing this we have just been informed of the “Stay at home order” instituted by the 

governor.  At this time, we do not know the full impact, however, it is our intent to continue to offer the 

services listed below: 

1. Phones in the office will continue to be answered either by an outside service or phone 

forwarding.  Please let us know of any emergency needs.   

2. Outreach Services-we are working to especially keep available our help to those most in need for 

food or financial assistance.  Due to limited food supplies the Outreach office is planning to be 

open only on Wednesdays for food.  We have posted the times that food is available at other 

locations in town.  Financial assistance or other needs are being handled by phone and email.   

3. As all the priests in the Diocese, Fr. Kevin, Fr. Pierre and Fr. Edwards are continuing to celebrate 

private masses daily.  It is our intent to record and provide through our web site the Palm Sunday, 

Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter services.   Palm branches will not be blessed or distributed 

until a later time, to be established by the Bishop. 

4. As you know many people, coordinated by Laura Lewis in the office, have been working diligently 

to keep you informed through Facebook, YouTube, St. Helen web site and St. Helen app.  This will 

continue including the many messages from our clergy and other parishioners.  We have many 

worship and prayer services being provided.  In addition to the many presentations we are 

providing directly from St. Helen, there are, of course, a very significant number of services and 

resources from other Catholic internet providers, many of these which are linked through our web 

site.   

5. In the previous Wednesday update, I asked that all parishioners still consider their financial 

support to the parish.  At present expenses have been reduced with the lack of activity and the 

parish has cut back in all areas possible at this time.  We are maintaining our staff level at present 

and hope to continue.  Staff has been diligent at doing many tasks that heretofore have not been 

able to be addressed.  Like most families with the reduced level of offertory and the reduced 

expenses, we will use money from savings to cover a manageable shortfall for the next few weeks. 

Are intent is to be mindful of all concerned in prudently handling the church finances.    

Thanks to so many who responded in many generous ways following the last update.  The office phone is 

772-567-5129.  If you have a need, question, or concern, please call us.  This is your parish and we are all 

here to serve God by serving one another.   

The church is locked but not closed, we are under a stay at home order, but we are not alone or by 

ourselves as God has promised to always be with us.  Be confident that nothing has any power over our 

Lord and no evil or virus has power over His Church.  In fact, it is times like this that God has established 



his Church.  That does not make it easier to get through these days, necessarily but it is true.  Two steps 

for all of us to do is first pray, (I encourage prayers for the wisdom and gifts of the Holy Spirit for us all) 

and secondly let us be mindful of the needs of others.  We must safely and in compliance with the law still 

strive to help one another, especially the poor.  I conclude as I did in the previous update. 

There is no better, stronger more effective or more assured means of our prayers being answered than 

through and with the intercession of our Blessed Mother with the Holy Spirit. There is an endless amount 

of unknown and doubt concerning issues of the virus, there is NO DOUBT regarding the Blessed Virgin 

Mary.   I include here the Memorare Prayer:  

REMEMBER, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that 

anyone who fled to thy protection, implored thy help, or sought thy 

intercession was left unaided. Inspired with this confidence, I fly to thee, O 

Virgin of virgins, my Mother; to thee do I come; before thee I stand, sinful 

and sorrowful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but 

in thy mercy hear and answer me. Amen. 

 

Your Brother in Christ,  

Deacon dave 


